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The budget needs to be carefully 
thought out.  Frequently purchases 
are needed for the project that were 
not included in the budget and then 
approval needs to be requested.  This 
is particularly true when budgeting 
Supplies and Materials.



Costs
 All standard UNL financial rules and regulations will apply.
 All budget categories and amounts must be directly related to 

the funded research project as per the final approved 
proposal.

 No facilities and administrative (F&A) costs will be charged 
to these grants because F&A has already been charged on 
funding provided by the Nebraska Public Power District 
(NPPD) to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL).
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Costs - Allowable
Personal Services

• Non-tenure track faculty
• Graduate students, hourly help, and postdoctoral positions (postdocs)
• Benefits 

Non-personal Services 
• Operating Expenses / Services
• Supplies and Materials
• Travel (no foreign travel)
• Capital Expenses (equipment as per definition)
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Costs – Not Allowable

 To replace current funding
 Match funding
 Tenured/tenure-track faculty salaries
 Existing or new staff positions
 Remodeling, renovation or construction
 Recruitment or start-up packages for 

new hires
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Costs – Not Allowable (continued)
 Supplies for general purposes, which include 

but are not limited to desktop computers, 
laptop computers, other electronic devices, 
printers, software, and related accessories; 
and general office supplies not exclusive to 
this project.

 Foreign travel or costs associated with foreign 
travel, such as conference registrations or fees.
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Budget and Budget Justification
The maximum amount available is identified in SAP 
in the “Plan” column on the line, “Total Direct 
Costs.”

X    X    X
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SAP Account(s) Monitoring

Financial liaison monitors day to day expenses
NCESR monitors and prepares financial report first week of each 

month.
PI to spend within budgeted categories
PI to spend only on his/her portion of project
Foreign travel restricted in SAP
Overspending not allowed
Call us if unsure about expenditure
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Prior Approval on Budget Changes

Funds may be shifted among budget categories; however, 
the cumulative total of these changes must be within + 20% 
of the total grant amount.  To allocate funds among line 
items in excess of the cumulative limit, you must first start 
by sending a written request to Brenda Coufal, Program 
Coordinator at NCESR (brenda.coufal@unl.edu) for 
approval prior to incurring additional commitments and/or 
expenditures that exceed the limit.

mailto:emurray5@unl.edu
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