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h i g h l i g h t s
� Laser shock peening generates a dislocation network, stacking faults and deformation twins in stainless steels.
� Dislocations and incoherent twin boundaries serve as effective sinks for the annihilation of irradiation defects.
� Incoherent twin boundaries remain as stable and effective defect sinks at 300 �C.
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a b s t r a c t

The laser shock peening process can generate a dislocation network, stacking faults, and deformation
twins in the near surface of austenitic stainless steels by the interaction of laser-driven shock waves with
metals. In-situ transmission electron microscopy (TEM) irradiation studies suggest that these disloca-
tions and incoherent twin boundaries can serve as effective sinks for the annihilation of irradiation
defects. As a result, the irradiation resistance is improved as the density of irradiation defects in laser-
peened stainless steels is much lower than that in untreated steels. After heating to 300 �C, a portion
of the dislocations and stacking faults are annealed out while the deformation twins remain stable,
which still provides improved irradiation resistance. These findings have important implications on the
role of laser shock peening on the lifetime extension of austenitic stainless steel components in nuclear
reactor environments.

© 2017 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
1. Introduction

With a combination of high ductility, strength, and toughness,
austenitic stainless steels are widely used in pipelines and steam
generators in light water reactors (LWR). However, two vital
problems limit the lifetime of austenitic stainless steel structural
components in reactor environments, namely, irradiation damage
and stress corrosion cracking (SCC) [1e3]. Irradiation of metals with
energetic particles, such as neutrons and heavy ions, results in the
formation of vacancy- and interstitial-type point defects [4e6]. The
accumulation of these point defects could further evolve into defect
al & Materials Engineering,
SA.
clusters, such as dislocation loops [7,8], stacking fault tetrahedra
[9], and voids [10] in stainless steels, depending on the irradiation
conditions, including the dose level and temperature. These irra-
diation defects cause significant structural instability and degra-
dation of mechanical properties of stainless steels in the irradiation
environment.

The irradiation tolerance of materials can be improved by
microstructural modification via introduction of a high density of
defect sinks, such as dislocations [11], grain boundaries [12,13], and
nanoscale interfaces [14]. It is expected that the irradiation defect
clusters will migrate to and be annihilated at these sinks. For
example, nanocrystalline metals of tungsten (W), nickel (Ni), and
304L stainless steels exhibit a higher radiation tolerance than their
bulk counterparts due to an increased density of grain boundaries
[15e17]. Multilayer nanocomposites with immiscible interfaces,
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such as iron/silicon oxycarbide (Fe/SiOC), copper/niobium (Cu/Nb),
and vanadium/silver (V/Ag), can effectively mitigate radiation-
induced swelling and a loss of mechanical integrity [18e21].
Oxide-dispersion-strengthened (ODS) stainless steels, which have a
dispersion of incoherent particle/matrix interfaces, exhibit an
enhanced resistance to void swelling and helium bubble embrit-
tlement [22e25].

Laser shock peening (LSP) is a novel surface modification
approach that can mitigate most types of failures of metallic ma-
terials, such as fatigue, wear, and SCC [26,27]. In the LSP process, a
laser beam hits the sacrificial coating on the surface of the metal
target and forms a plasma, which rapidly expands and generates
shock waves into the bulk (Fig. 1). The laser-driven shock waves
cause significant compressive residual stresses (typically
0.1e1 GPa) that can extend to a depth of more than 1 mm from the
surface [28,29]. Compared to traditional mechanical shot peening,
LSP offers many advantages, such as deeper penetration of
compressive stresses (typically > 1 mm, which is about ten times
that of mechanical shot peening), shorter process times (typically
several tens of nanoseconds), precise control, accuracy, and flexi-
bility [30,31]. For example, LSP has succeeded in improving the
fatigue life of metal components of aircraft structures and engines
by General Electric Infrastructure-Aviation and LSP Technologies
[32,33]. Recently, there have been a few successful studies that
employ LSP to prevent SCC of austenitic stainless steels [34e36].
The improvement of SCC resistance by LSP has been generally
attributed to the effect of compressive residual stresses and
microstructural changes, although the exact mechanistic mecha-
nism has not been well elucidated [35].

Experimental investigations have revealed that the benefit of
LSP is related to the microstructural evolution near the surface of
materials during the LSP process. The interaction of laser-driven
shock waves with metallic materials causes severe plastic defor-
mation, which can manifest as dislocation networks, deformation
twins, and grain refinement [37e39]. Highly tangled and dense
dislocations and dislocation-cell structures are observed in
aluminum alloys subjected to LSP [38,40]. Grain refinement is
observed in 304 stainless steels with the grain size increasing with
depth, the mechanism of which is suggested to be caused by twin-
twin intersections, which transform to subgrain boundaries
[35,37,41]. To our knowledge, no previous research studied the ef-
fects of LSP on the irradiation resistance of materials. However, we
hypothesize that the modified microstructure on the surface of
austenitic stainless steels will change their response to the irradi-
ation damage.

The objective of the research documented by this paper is to
determine if LSP can improve the irradiation resistance of austenitic
stainless steels. The microstructural evolution of austenitic stain-
less steels during the LSP process was studied using transmission
Fig. 1. Schematic of the LSP process of stainless steels.
electron microscopy (TEM). The irradiation behavior of laser-
peened austenitic stainless steels was investigated using in-situ
TEM irradiation experiments at the intermediate voltage electron
microscope (IVEM)-Tandem facility at the Argonne National Labo-
ratory to directly observe the dynamics of interactions of irradia-
tion defects with potential sinks, such as dislocations and twin
boundaries. The thermal stability of as-formedmicrostructures was
also observed by in-situ TEM heating experiments from room
temperature to 300 �C, which is around the operating temperature
of LWR. These findings have important implications on the lifetime
extension of austenitic stainless steel components in nuclear re-
actors by LSP. That is, in addition to its well-known effect of pre-
venting fatigue and SCC, LSP may also improve the irradiation
resistance of austenitic stainless steels.

2. Material and methods

Commercial purity 304 stainless steels (Fe-18.3% Cr-8.5% Ni-
1.38% Mn-0.65% Si-0.03% S-0.04% C by weight) were used as model
materials in this study. The static yield strength is 290 MPa. The
sample was annealed at 950 �C for 30 min under Ar atmosphere.
The initial microstructural characterization showed a grain size of
25e50 mm, a low dislocation density and no precipitates.

In the LSP experiments, the geometrical dimensions of samples
were 10 mm � 8 mm � 2 mm, which were cut using a diamond
saw. The samples were ground using silicon carbide (SiC) grinding
papers, followed by polishing using 3 mm and 0.3 mm alumina
powders. LSP was performed using a Q-switched Nd:YAG laser
source at room temperature. Typical parameters of the LSP process,
such as the laser pulse energy, laser pulse number, spot diameter,
pulse duration, and overlap ratio are listed in Table 1. The magni-
tude and depth of compressive residual stress generated by LSP is
increased with the laser energy and the number of LSP scans
[36,42]. Therefore, the highest laser energy in the Nd:YAG laser
(850 mJ) was chosen in this study and the sample was treated by
LSP for 5 times. Scanning the laser beam can enable LSP on an area
of 10 mm � 8 mm of the 304 stainless steel samples. The sample
surface was coated with a 177 mm thick black tape as a sacrificial
layer to avoid laser ablation. A flowing film of deionized water
covered the sample surface, which acted as the plasma-confining
media [27,34]. It is important to note that in this LSP process, the
metal samples remained at room temperature with the protection
of the sacrificial layer and the water film.

3. Experimental

The near-surface microstructure of 304 stainless steels was
characterized by transmission electron microscopy (TEM) after the
LSP process. The specimens were cut from the region close to the
surface and thinned to a thickness of less than 100 mm by me-
chanical polishing. Final thinning to electron transparency was
performed using a twin jet polisher with a 5% perchloric acid and
95% methanol electrolyte at �20 �C. Assuming the electropolishing
Table 1
Typical experimental parameters for LSP of austenitic stainless
steels.

Pulse energy (mJ) 850
Spot diameter (mm) 1
Pulse duration (ns) 7
Number of LSP scans 5
Overlap ratio 50%
Repetition-rate (Hz) 10
Laser wavelength (nm) 1064
Beam profile Gaussian
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removes approximately the same thickness from two sides, the
region for TEM observation could be estimated to be about 50 mm
from the top surface. TEM was carried out in a JEOL 2010 LaB6
operated at 200 kV. Microstructures were examined in the TEM
using diffraction-contrast bright-field (BF) and weak-beam dark-
field (WBDF) imaging modes. The Burgers vector of the dislocations
was determined by using the g·b invisibility condition. Selected
area electron diffraction (SAED) was used for crystallographic
analysis.

The in-situ TEM experiments were performed at the IVEM-
Tandem microscope facility. This facility consists of a Hitachi
9000 TEM and an ion accelerator. The TEM samples were irradiated
with Krþ at 1 MeV to an influence of up to 3 � 1018 ions m�2, which
was estimated to be equivalent to 1.33 dpa in a 100 nm-thick foil,
calculated using the Stopping and Range of Ions in Matter (SRIM)
simulation code [43]. The dose rate was 0.00167 dpa/s. Two
different temperature conditions were used: one was at room
temperature and the other was at 300 �C. Under these irradiation
conditions, the irradiation-induced defect clusters in austenitic
stainless steel were dislocation loops [7,44]. The areal density of
dislocation loops was calculated as a function of irradiation dose
and temperature, which is defined as the number of dislocation
loops in a unit area of the TEM foil. The procedures for counting the
numbers and errors of dislocation loops followed the method
described by Kirk and Jenkins [45]. The in-situ irradiation and
heating experiments were accomplished using a double-tilt heat
stage (Gatan model 652, Gatan Inc., Warrendale, PA). The dynamic
process of the microstructural evolution during irradiation and
heating was recorded as videos using a charge-coupled device
(CCD) camera with a recording rate of 10 frames per second. The
recorded videos were combined with conventional micrographs to
determine the sequence of the annihilation process of the irradia-
tion defects.

4. Results

4.1. TEM observation of the near-surface microstructure of laser-
peened 304 steels

Fig. 2 shows the typical microstructures, such as deformation
Fig. 2. Typical TEM images of the near-surface microstructures of 304 austenitic stainless ste
f) dislocation network. a, c and e are BF images; b, d and f are the corresponding WBDF im
twins, stacking faults, and dislocation network, in the near-surface
region (about 50 mm in depth) of laser-peened 304 stainless steels.
The width of deformation twins ranged from 30 nm to 200 nm, and
the twin density was (1.98 ± 0.36) � 1010 m�2. There are two types
of twin boundary in themicrostructures of laser-peened 304 steels:
coherent twin boundary (CTB) and incoherent twin boundary (ITB).
The CTB is

P
3〈111〉=60

�
, in which the rotation axis is <111> and

the rotation angle is 60�. The ITB is
P

3h101i=70:5�
, in which the

rotation axis is <101> and the rotation angle is 70.5�. The CTB has a
perfect atomic fit (coherency) in the boundary and lowest energy,
while the ITB has less atomic fit and higher energy than the ITB.

The dislocation density of laser-peened samples was
(9.63 ± 1.24) � 1013 m�2, which was more than one order of
magnitude larger than the dislocation density of untreated samples
[(6.53 ± 0.85)� 1012m�2]. The Burgers vectors of these dislocations
were in the family of 12 〈110〉. The stacking fault ribbons (Fig. 2c and
d) were bounded by a pair of partial dislocations with a Burgers
vector of 1

6 〈112〉, which were formed by the dissociation of perfect
dislocations with a Burgers vector of 12 〈110〉. It is noted that the 304
stainless steels had a low stacking fault energy (15e20 mJ m�2),
which allowed for easy formation of stacking faults during plastic
deformation [46]. The stacking fault energy of this 304 steel sample
was calculated to be 16.6 mJ/m2 by measuring the separation be-
tween partial dislocations [47].

The presence of deformation twins, stacking faults, and dislo-
cation network suggests that significant plastic deformation
occurred in the 304 stainless steels during the LSP process. During
LSP, the laser-driven shock waves propagate into the metals and
generate a high magnitude of shock-induced pressure (typically
several GPa) [48]. The pressure of the shock wave exceeds the dy-
namic yield strength of 304 stainless steels (~210 MPa [49]), which
experience an extremely high strain rate (106e108 s�1) during a
short period of time (several tens of nanoseconds) [28]. The shock
wave pressure is thus the origin of the plastic deformation in the
near-surface of the alloy. Many studies in the literature have
simulated the dynamic response of metals subjected to LSP using
the finite element method [29,50,51]. It is also important to note
that the compressive stress and plastic deformation generated by
LSP decrease with the depth of the sample [34,35]. In addition, LSP
increased the hardness of 304 steel due to the significant plastic
el treated by LSP: (a, b) deformation twins (arrowed); (c, d) stacking faults (SF); and (e,
ages.
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deformation; the hardness decreases with the depth of samples.
To study the microstructural changes of laser-peened 304

stainless steels at elevated temperatures, the samples were heated
in-situ to 300 �C inside the TEM chamber. The typical LWR oper-
ating temperature is around 300 �C [1]. During the heating process,
some dislocations disappeared due to the effect of thermal
annealing; and some stacking faults disappeared due to the
recombination of the pair of partial dislocations with a Burgers
vector of 16 〈112〉 to an extended dislocationwith a Burgers vector of
1
2 〈110〉. The twin boundaries were unchanged during the heating,
and no grain growth was observed. Fig. 3 shows the same region
(an area of 1.3 mm2) before and after heating to 300 �C for about
10min. It was observed that the disappearance of most dislocations
and stacking faults occurred during the heating process, from 25 to
300 �C, not during the annealing at 300 �C. The dislocation density
of this region was slightly reduced from (9.14 ± 1.02) � 1013 m�2 at
25 �C to (6.42 ± 0.77) � 1013 m�2 at 300 �C.

4.2. Irradiation damage of laser-peened 304 stainless steels

Under 1 MeV Krþ irradiation in the temperature regime of
25e300 �C, the dominant irradiation defect clusters in the 304
stainless steel samples are dislocation loops (<10 nm) [7]. It has
been well documented that the irradiation-induced defects in
austenitic stainless steel are dislocation loops [7,44,52e54]. The
dislocation loops are predominantly interstitial-type Frank (faul-
ted) loops (b ¼ 1/3<111>) due to high diffusivity of interstitials at
low temperatures [7,55]. LSP does not change the type of irradiation
defect clusters. These dislocation loops appear as bright dots under
the WBDF imaging conditions in TEM.

The regions with the followingmicrostructural features in laser-
peened 304 stainless steel samples were selected for in-situ irra-
diation experiments: a region with a dislocation network and
another region with deformation twin boundaries. During the
irradiation process, videos were recorded in these regions to
observe the dynamic processes of nucleation, growth, mitigation,
and annihilation of irradiation defect clusters. The relationship of
the dislocation loop density as a function of irradiation dose was
determined through the quantitative analysis of snapshots of the
videos. A similar analysis was carried out for the irradiation of the
samples at 25 and 300 �C.

Fig. 4 shows a typical example of the annihilation process of a
dislocation loop by a dislocation line at 25 �C. This dislocation loop
nucleated in the vicinity of the dislocation line (Fig. 4a) and grad-
ually grew up with more irradiation defects joining in during the
Krþ irradiation (Fig. 4b). However, it was annihilated by the dislo-
cation line after 95 s. The Burgers vector of this dislocation loopwas
Fig. 3. TEM images of the laser-peened 304 steel samples: (
not determined. However, under the environment of Krþ irradia-
tion and 25e300 �C, the dislocation loop in 304 stainless steels was
most likely a Frank loop with a Burgers vector of 1

3 〈111〉 [7,56]. A
large number of similar events of the annihilation of dislocation
loops by dislocation lines was observed in laser-peened 304
stainless steel samples at both 25 and 300 �C. Although a lower
density of dislocations was observed in the laser-peened samples at
300 �C, the dislocations were still found to be effective sinks for the
annihilation of irradiation defects.

Fig. 5 shows a typical example of the annihilation process of
dislocation loops by an ITB at 25 �C. The rotation angle of this ITB is
measured as 68.1� using the electron diffraction. It has a deviation
angle of 2.4� from the standard ITB

P
3h101i=70:5�

which has a
rotation angle of 70.5�. In this case, two dislocation loops were
nucleated in the vicinity of the twin boundary, nearly at the same
time (Fig. 5a). Dislocation loop 1 was first annihilated by the twin
boundary at 4 s (Fig. 5b); and later, dislocation loop 2 was annihi-
lated at 32 s (Fig. 5c). The reasons for the different annihilation
times of dislocation loops 1 and 2 could be related to the differences
in the number of point defects in each loop and in the localized
structure of the twin boundary. Similar annihilations of dislocation
loops by ITBs were also observed in laser-peened 304 stainless steel
samples at both 25 �C and 300 �C, which suggested that the ITB is
another type of irradiation defect sink.

The evolution of dislocation loop density as a function of irra-
diation dose was determined at 25 and 300 �C in the laser-peened
304 steels and compared with untreated 304 steels under the same
irradiation conditions.

In the region with a dislocation network at 25 �C, the density of
dislocation loops increased with the irradiation dose and appeared
to saturate at a dose level of 2.25 � 1018 ions/m2 (~1 dpa) (Fig. 6a),
which is lower than the regular (untreated) 304 steels (~5 dpa [57]).
Compared with untreated 304 steels under the same irradiation
conditions, the laser-peened 304 steels show a much lower density
of dislocation loops at the same dose level (Fig. 6a). These results
suggest that LSP improves the irradiation resistance of 304 steels by
providing dislocations as the sinks for the annihilation of irradia-
tion defects. At 300 �C, the density of dislocation loops in disloca-
tion network regions showed an increase compared to that at 25 �C.
This may be explained by the slight reduction of the dislocation
density from (9.14 ± 1.02) � 1013 m�2 at 25 �C to
(6.42 ± 0.77) � 1013 m�2 at 300 �C. Another possible reason is that
increasing the temperature can promote the diffusion of in-
terstitials, allowing them to escape to defect sinks, such as dislo-
cations, leaving vacancies behind to cluster [58,59]. The density of
vacancy-type dislocation loops is thus increased at higher tem-
peratures because there are less interstitials to recombine and
a) at room temperature and (b) after heating to 300 �C.



Fig. 4. Annihilation process of a dislocation loop by a dislocation line in a laser-peened 304 steel sample under 1 MeV Krþ irradiation and 25 �C. The snapshots show the dislocation
loops (bright spot in the circle) (a) formed at 0 s, (b) growing up at 19 s, and (c) annihilated by the dislocation line at 95 s.

Fig. 5. Annihilation process of dislocation loops by an incoherent twin boundary ðS3½101�=68:1� Þ in a laser-peened 304 steel sample under 1 MeV Krþ irradiation and 25 �C: (a) two
dislocation loops (1 and 2) (bright spots in circles) formed at 0 s; (b) Loop 1 was annihilated at 4 s; and (c) Loop 2 was annihilated at 32 s.

Fig. 6. The density of dislocation loops as a function of irradiation dose under 1 MeV Krþ irradiation in the region of: (a) dislocation network in laser-peened 304 stainless steels at
room temperature (RT) and 300 �C and (b) deformation twins in laser-peened 304 steels at RT and 300 �C. These are compared with untreated 304 stainless steel samples at RT.
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annihilate with vacancies.
In the region with deformation twins at 25 �C, the density of

dislocation loops also increased with the irradiation dose and
saturated at approximately the dose level of 1.875 � 1018 ions/m2

(~0.83 dpa) (Fig. 6b). The density of dislocation loops in the region
of deformation twins in laser-peened 304 steels was much lower
comparedwith untreated 304 steels at the same dose level (Fig. 6b).
This is due to the fact that ITBs have a higher energy than CTBs and
can act as the sinks for the annihilation of irradiation defects, which
will be further discussed in Section 5. Compared to the dislocation
network region (Fig. 6a), the density of dislocation loops in twin
regions had smaller differences between 25 and 300 �C (Fig. 6b).
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This may be due to the fact that the ITB can provide “interstitial
emission” to react with vacancies near the boundary [13,60]. This
“interstitial emission” mechanism will be further discussed later. It
is also important to note that the twin boundaries were stable on
heating from 25 to 300 �C.
5. Discussion

The mechanisms of defect annihilation by sinks have been
studied extensively by in-situ TEM ion irradiation experiments and
molecular dynamic (MD) simulations. The stress field of disloca-
tions can interact with irradiation-induced point defects, which
causes an interaction energy, EI, to change the elastic energy of the
materials [47]. The point defects migrate into the core region of
dislocations to reduce EI. For example, the interstitials migrate to
the tensile strain region below the extra half-plane of an edge
dislocation. It is suggested that the interaction between a disloca-
tion and an interstitial is stronger than that between a dislocation
and a vacancy [61,62]. Thus, the interstitials preferentially drift to
dislocations, allowing excess vacancies to accumulate as void-type
clusters. Singh et al. developed a concept of “stand-off distance” for
the interaction of dislocations with point defects in the “cascade-
induced source hardening” model [63]. The defect clusters that
approach dislocation cores within the “stand-off distance” will be
absorbed, while clusters can accumulate just outside this distance
[11,64]. The value of “stand-off distance” would need to be deter-
mined by atomic calculations. However, its lower bound is esti-
mated to be on the order of the size of dislocation loops, i.e., the
distance at which a loop is close to touching the dislocation [63,65].
In this study, the average radius of an irradiated-induced loop is
around 5 nm, which indicated the “stand-off distance” of disloca-
tions in laser-peened 304 stainless steels. Experimentally, the ab-
sorption of defect clusters by dislocations has been frequently
observed in many metals under irradiation conditions [65e67]. For
example, Rabach et al. found that screw dislocations are more
efficient than edge dislocations at annihilating point defects in Krþ-
irradiated Cu [68].

The sink strength was introduced in the kinetic rate theory
which is defined as the loss rate of vacancies or interstitials to a
particular type of defect sink [69,70]. The sink strength of a straight
dislocation, Sd, can be determined by Refs. [70,71]:

Sd ¼ Zdrd; (1)

where rd is the dislocation density, and Zd is the dislocation capture
efficiency of each dislocation. Zd can be calculated by Ref. [70]:

Zd ¼ 2p
lnðRL=RdÞ

; (2)

where Rd is the dislocation capture radius for point defects, and RL is
dislocation spacing:

RL ¼ ðprdÞ�
1
2 (3)

Note that the terms “dislocation capture radius” and “stand-off
distance” originated from different theories but have a similar
physic meaning. Thus, if the value of “stand-off distance” (~5 nm) is
taken for an estimation of the “dislocation capture radius,” the sink
strength of the dislocation in laser-peened 304 stainless steels can
be calculated as (2.47 ± 0.24) � 1014 m�2 while that for the un-
treated sample can be calculated as (1.08 ± 0.11) � 1013 m�2.

Experimental results in Fig. 6b suggest ITBs are effective sinks
for annihilation of irradiation defects in 304 stainless steels, and the
sink strength of the ITB is nearly as effective at 300 �C as 25 �C.
Atomistic MD simulations revealed that twin boundaries have
complicated interactions with irradiation-induced point defects in
face-centered-cubic (FCC) metals. It is generally suggested that
twin boundaries can absorb point defects and preferentially absorb
interstitials over vacancies [72,73]. King and Smith show that the
self-interstitial clusters can grow, coalesce, annihilate, and then re-
nucleate on the twin boundary plane in Cu and Al [74]. As a
consequence of the formation of these self-interstitial clusters,
Mendelev and King suggest that twin boundaries can become non-
saturating sinks for self-interstitials [75]. Specifically, ITBs are more
effective sinks than CTBs. Li et al. found that the S3{11 2} ITB in Cu
films has preferred sites for adsorbing interstitials under Cu3þ ion
irradiation [76]. Han et al. investigated the dependence of void-
denuded zones (VDZs) on grain boundary character in Cu under
200 keV He irradiation at 450 �C [12] . No obvious VDZs was close to
CTB, while a VDZ with a width of 28 nm formed close to ITB. These
indicate that ITB has the ability to absorb vacancies and produce a
void-free zone near it, suggesting the ITB has a higher sink effi-
ciency than CTB. In this study, the ITB in Fig. 5 has a deviation angle
of 2.4� from the standard ITB

P
3h101i=70:5�

. The sink efficiency of
the grain boundary is dependent on the density and types of point
defect trapping sites, such as jogs, steps or disclinations [12]. The
deviation from the standard boundary could increase these point
defect trapping sites and thus increase the sink efficiency of ITB.

Because of the biased absorption of interstitials, ITB contain a
significantly large concentration of interstitial defects after inter-
actionwith the cascade. This leaves behind excess vacancies, which
promotes the formation of vacancy clusters within the grain inte-
rior. Recently, an “interstitial emission” mechanism was proposed
which suggests that the excess interstitials at the grain boundaries
can interact strongly with nearby vacancies, leading to enhanced
annihilation of vacancies [13,72,78]. Bai et al. found that the
interstitial-loaded boundary in Cu can act as an interstitial source,
emitting interstitials via a displacement process, with a chain of
atoms pushing from the grain boundary to anneal vacancies that
are several atomic planes away from the boundary [13]. This
interstitial emission process has a much lower energy barrier than
that for vacancy migration to the boundary. Later, Chen et al. found
that defect-boundary interactions in a-Fe are mediated by chain-
like defects which consist of alternately positioned interstitials
and vacancies [60]. Through localized recombination of neigh-
boring interstitial-vacancy pairs along the chain, a point defect can
be translated from one end to the other end of the chain to anni-
hilate with its opposite defect. The above mechanisms may accel-
erate the annihilation of less-mobile vacancies in the nearby bulk,
which thus cause grain boundaries to act as efficient sinks for both
interstitials and vacancies. Because ITBs are specific grain bound-
aries, this “interstitial emission” mechanism must also be consid-
ered when determining the sink efficiency of ITBs. The small
difference in the density of dislocation loops in twin regions at 25
and 300 �C (Fig. 6b) may be explained by that the rate of “interstitial
emission” is not significantly changed from 25 to 300 �C. However,
a comparison between ITBs and the random grain boundary should
be based on the sink strength and the free energy in them. These
factors need to be taken into account while extending “interstitial
emission” mechanism.

Finally, this study showed that LSP is a promising engineering
approach in improving the irradiation resistance of stainless steels
at a dose up to 1.3 dpa at 25e300 �C. This is due to the formation of
a dislocation network and ITBs induced by LSP, which serve as
effective sinks for annihilation of irradiation defects. In particular,
different from the dislocations which can be annealed by elevated
temperature, the ITBs remained as stable and effective sinks at
300 �C. However, under the current experimental conditions
(Table 1), the LSP effects were limited to a depth of about 1 mm
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from the surface, which is the penetration distance of laser-driven
shock waves. Therefore, the improvement of irradiation resistance
in the current study was limited to about 1 mm depth from the
surface. Future work will focus on improving the LSP process by
changing the processing parameters to increase the depth of LSP
effects and promote the formation of nanoscale deformation twins.

6. Conclusions

1. The laser-driven shock waves in the LSP process can produce
severe plastic deformation in austenitic stainless steels. Dislo-
cation network, stacking faults, and deformation twins were
generated in the near-surface region of laser-peened 304
stainless steels. After heating to 300 �C, the density of disloca-
tions and stacking faults was reduced while the deformation
twins remained stable.

2. The dislocation network and ITBs can serve as high strength
sinks for the annihilation of irradiation defects during the heavy
ion irradiation, although they have different interaction mech-
anisms with interstitial- and vacancy-type defects. The defect
density in laser-peened 304 stainless steels was much lower
than that in untreated steels. Consequently, the LSP process can
improve the radiation resistance of stainless steels at 25 and
300 �C by introducing defect sinks.
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