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Undergraduate Summer Internship. The Nebraska Center for Energy Sciences Research (NCESR) is taking applications for the Energy Sciences Research – Summer Internships for Undergraduates. Up to eight internships are made possible through NCESR with support from Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD), which provides electricity service in all or parts of 84 of Nebraska’s 93 counties.  

Eligibility. To be eligible to apply, the undergraduate student must:
1. Be pursuing any major at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL).
2. Be in academic good standing as defined in the Academic Policies 1.
3. Be going into their junior or senior year in the 2027 fall semester, which is determined by the total semester hours successfully completed as detailed in the Academic Policies 2. Seniors in the 2026-2027 academic year are not eligible unless they are starting graduate school at UNL in the fall of 2027. 
4. Have a cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.0 or above.

NOTE: A previous recipient of this internship is eligible to apply again if the above criteria are met.

Funds. Information about the funds is as follows:  
1. The maximum amount is up to or equal to six thousand dollars ($6,000). The actual personnel costs and the actual cost of printing the research poster for the summer session are the only eligible costs. All other costs, such as office and laboratory supplies, are the responsibility of the faculty advisor. All living costs, such as lodging, food and transportation, are the responsibility of the student.
2. The funding award will be issued to the faculty advisor in 2027. The faculty advisor and the faculty advisor’s home department will be responsible for all personnel actions and financial documentation. 
3. Facilities & Administrative (F&A) costs are not applicable.  
4. The funds will be authorized for direct costs incurred from May 10, 2027 – August 31, 2027.  
5. NCESR will retain all unexpended funds.  
6. All University rules and regulations will apply.
7. An additional $1,000 travel fund may be requested by the faculty advisor to cover the intern’s travel expenses to present research conducted during the summer internship at a relevant conference. The research must be accepted for presentation at the conference by May 1, 2028. The intern must be 
          
enrolled at UNL during the time of the conference.                
8. Deadline.  The deadline for completing the internship application and submitting via DocuSign is November 13, at 5:00 p.m. CT. 

Requirements. The applicant is responsible to complete items “1.” through “3.” as described under “Part II* Application Requirements” of the application form. All items with an asterisk are required for a valid application. 

Submission. The undergraduate student is responsible to include one PDF in the application — with the required items in the order described under “Part II* Application Requirements” of the application form and submit by the deadline via DocuSign at https://go.unl.edu/ncesr_2027_summer_undergrad_internship_application

Selection. Each applicant and their faculty advisor will be notified no later than the end of December 2026 of the selection decisions. All decisions by the review committee are final.  

Recipient “Meet and Greet.” The interns and their faculty advisor will be invited and expected to attend and talk about the internship research project at a meeting, which will be scheduled in May 2027.  

Poster Session. The intern will register and prepare a poster to present their summer research at the 2027 UNL Summer Research Symposium poster session. This event is usually scheduled in early August. The research doesn’t have to be completed by this time.

Report. At the end of the internship, the student will be required to submit 1) a summary, which describes the results of the energy sciences research and the work experience, 2) a thank you letter addressed to the faculty advisor, NPPD and NCESR, and 3) a brief testimonial about their experience to help promote the internships. The faculty advisor will review the report before the student submits to NCESR. The due date for the report submission to NCESR is September 30, 2027. 

Previous Recipients. To see information about the research projects of the recipients selected from previous years go to Undergraduate Summer Internship Posters. 

Questions. For questions, contact Sue Wesely, NCESR Administrative Associate at swesely4@unl.edu.  

The next page is information about the collaboration between NCESR and the UNL Nebraska Summer Research Program, which gives NCESR Interns more opportunities. Also, testimonials from past interns are provided.


1   Academic Policies - https://registrar.unl.edu/academic-standards/academic-policies/academic-good-standing/This information was Released:  September 2, 2026


2   Academic Policies - https://registrar.unl.edu/academic-standards/policies/class-standing-criteria/	

Additional Opportunity for NCESR Interns in 2027 & Testimonials from Past NCESR Interns

	Opportunity through the collaboration with the UNL Nebraska Summer Research Program (SRP) and NCESR.
SRP offers undergraduate students the opportunity to participate in nationally funded research groups across multiple disciplines. SRP provides interaction with other summer research students through seminars/workshops and social events. This allows scholars to get to know students conducting research in other science, technology, engineering, and other disciplines and provides more opportunities for you to develop friendships with students from across the country. Through the SRP and NCESR collaboration, the NCESR interns will be informed of these activities and may participate if interested.

[bookmark: _Hlk179454626]Testimonials from past NCESR Interns. 
Noah Andersen (Mechanical Engineering Major): “I had a great time working with my professor over the summer developing new technologies for next generation nuclear reactors. Being able to work on campus in his lab was very convenient, and it had everything I needed and more. The tour of the Cooper Nuclear Station was a lot of fun as I was able to see in person how a nuclear reactor worked and apply that to my internship. I’d definitely recommend doing the NCESR summer internship as it has been very rewarding to see my impact in the future of all of Nebraska’s energy needs.”

Octavious Gonzalez (Chemical Engineering Major): “The NCESR internship was an excellent opportunity for me to translate my academic skills into real world problem solving. I was able to take my previous knowledge in chemistry, electricity, and even programming to solve problems and inefficiencies in my project. We also had the opportunity to tour a nuclear power plant which is almost reason enough alone to apply for this internship. The experience of both the tour and the research was incredibly valuable for my academic and career goals. I was also able to present my work to demonstrate accountability and soft skills. This summer internship from NCESR is a highly recommended experience from me.”

Tyson Klein (Electrical Engineering Major): “Signing up for the NCESR internship, I had no idea what to expect since this was my first time doing research. Looking back, I can confidently say I’m very glad I took the opportunity. With support from NCESR and NPPD, I was able to gain valuable experience and have a truly rewarding summer. One highlight was touring the Cooper Nuclear Station—an opportunity I wouldn’t have had otherwise. At the end of the program, I was able to present my research to faculty and other students, which was both challenging and exciting. This internship gave me the chance to develop skills you simply can’t learn in the classroom. If you are passionate about working on your own project, I would highly recommend this program. It’s a rare and rewarding opportunity that can
	
	make a big difference in your growth as a future engineer.”

Macey Moore (Microbiology and Forensic Science Major): “This internship was a phenomenal, well-rounded experience that I would highly recommend to any undergraduate with an interest in the energy sciences. Beyond just gaining more lab experience, the program uniquely provides an opportunity for undergraduates to experience what graduate student life or full-time employment in a research lab can be like. It also allows for personal development as a researcher by enabling undergraduates to take charge of the planning and execution of their own research project. There were also some fun events organized by the program, such as the trip to Cooper Nuclear Center. It was a fascinating experience to visit and tour a functioning nuclear power plant in person, something most people will never see. This whole experience was wrapped up with the chance to present my research at the UNL summer research symposium, another great opportunity to build confidence in relaying my skills and the results of my research among my peers.”

Vladislav Prakapchuk (Mechanical Engineering Major): “The NCESR Summer Internship provided an exceptional opportunity to conduct meaningful research at the intersection of energy and materials science while working alongside several talented researchers. Throughout this program, I gained hands-on experience conducting research utilizing characterization equipment, developed critical data analysis skills, and contributed to solving real-world challenges in electronic thermal management. This experience has both enhanced my technical abilities and pushed me further towards my goal of pursuing graduate studies for mechanical & materials engineering. I highly recommend this internship to any undergraduates interested in making tangible contributions to energy efficiency and sustainability.”

Yashraj Purbey (Computer Science Major): “During my NCESR-funded summer internship, I had the opportunity to work on advancing VaSP2, a software tool designed to identify genotype-specific RNA splicing events in sorghum, maize, and rice populations and link them to key traits such as oil content and biomass. Even though the project was complex, this experience truly allowed me to see how computer science and biology come together to solve problems that can have a real impact on agriculture and energy. I learned a lot about energy science, data analysis, and research, and gained confidence in presenting my work and collaborating with other researchers. This experience highlighted the immense value of hands-on research and provided me with a clearer vision of the career path I aspire to pursue. It was a rewarding experience for me, and I would encourage any student who is curious about research or wants to apply their skills to real-world challenges to take advantage of this internship opportunity.” 
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