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ABSTRACT.    
 
Deregulation of the electric utility industry has allowed installation of small power generating units 
(< 100 MW) near consumers and load centers.  Because of the low population density in the mid-
west and western areas of the United States, the availability of transmission lines, and in some cases 
distribution networks, is limited.  Thus, remote generating capability for small groups of consumers 
(i.e. farmers, ranchers, rural small communities) encourages introduction of small distributed 
generating systems.  This project will lead to an increase in the number of entrepreneurs who start 
new businesses based on small-scale wind systems applications.  In particular, the project targets 
small wind system start-ups in rural areas of Nebraska.  Data will be gathered on needs that can be 
satisfied by small-scale wind systems, communication of the parameters for the opportunity to 
potential entrepreneurs will occur, relevant information that can be used by entrepreneurs to evaluate 
the feasibility of small-scale wind system opportunities, and facilitate their exploitation, will be 
provided.  Cooperation with faculty and students from Europe will augment this program to identify 
transferable policy and economic issues between Nebraska and the European Union. 
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